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Daily Life in Roman Society

‘Name: Date:

————

Using information in Chapter Six, of Echoes from the Past, fill in the following chart.

Group Description of Role in Society
Men

Women

Children (Boys)

Children (Girls)

Slaves

Dress

Food/Customs/
Manners
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.~ Acloud of ash and
rock descends upon
the ancient city

is for banking

The Romans didn’t have cheques
or credit cards, but there were money
lenders, the banks of the day. The most
famous Pompeian banker is Lucius
Caecilius Jucundus. Some of his records
and receipts, stashed away in the attic
of his-house, give an idea of his business
activities. ‘Banker’ is actually a bit of a
euphemism -~ he was mainly an auctioneer
profiting on both sides of the transaction,
charging the seller a commission and then
lending money to the buyer at a healthy
rate of interest.
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is for café culture

The latest estimate reckons that
there were about 200 cafés and bars in the
town altogether — about one for every 60
residents. A counter usually ran along the
street to catch the passing trade, selling
cheap takeaway food from large jars.
Wine was stacked up behind it and there
were tables in a back room for dining. In a
reversal of today’s society, the rich ate at
home while the poor, living in tiny quarters
with no facilities, relied on café food.

Ashes to ashes,
dust to dust

Almost 2000 years ago, an
- entire city was destroyed

Pompeii nestled at the base of Mount
Vesuvius and, because of its agricultural
fertitity, it had a large population of

i around 20,000. The volcano erupted in

i AD 79, completely destroying Pompeii
and its sister city Herculaneum in an
eruption thought to have lasted two

Tl days. Buried under ash and pumitce,

Pompeii wasn’t discovered again until
1700 years later, but its excavation has
revealed extraordinary details of life in
the Roman Empire. Vesuvius has erupted
many times but has remained quiet for
more than half a century, much to the
relief of the three million people currently

is for faith communities

The official religion sponsored
solemn sacrifices and raucous festivals
celebrating Jupiter, Apollo, Venus and the
Roman emperor, who was to all intents
and purposes a god himself. But alongside
this, happily coexisting so far as we can
tell, were all kinds of other religions. One
of the most impressive sights at Pompeii
is the little temple of the Egyptian goddess
Isis. We have evidence, too, for Jews and
worshippers of Cybele, known as the
Great Mother. There is no clear sign of
any Christians, but in one house an ivory
statuette of the Indian goddess Lakshmi.
has been found.




A-Z of Pompeii

is for garum is for job seekers
No Roman cooking was compiete Dozens of trades and professions
without.garum - a disgusting concoctionof  were found at Pompeii: carpenters, actors,
rotten fish. A more generous interpretation . surveyors, gem-workers, architects, inn
sees it as a version of the spicy fish sauces - keepers, perfume-sellers, laundry men.
that are part of modern Thai cooking, and it  There was even a “public pig keeper”.
was popular in Pompeii, which had at least  Occasionally there was big money to be
one garum shop. made, but mostly these were low-profit-
: margin occupations, and many of those
involved were slaves or ex-slaves. And if
you didn’t have a job? In a world without
social care, those without means of
support simply died.

is for mains drains

Why are there so many stepping
stones in Pompeii’s streets? The answer is
simple. There were hardly any public drains
to take rainwater and sewage out of the
ity. Most water, and a lot else, no doubt,
owed out through the streets, which must
ave become rather unsavoury rivers
in a downpour.

is for nightlife

When the night fell in Pompeii, it
was very dark indeed. The thousands
of oil lamps discovered can hardly have
made much impact on the gloom. All the
same, the bars kept on serving. Some
hung welcoming lamps over their front
doors. One striking example is in the

I is for illness it one ! ‘Ml shape of a pygmy with an enormous

-8l lliness struck the young hard. Over : ng.peasor fites phallus, lights dangling from every
half of Pompeii’s children would die by g i22le extremity. A group of friends signing
the age of ten, while the telltale marks left ] : ! B themselves ‘the late drinkers’ left their
by childhood infectious diseases 6 ’ l message on a Pompeian wall. Sign
are clearly visible on the teeth of writers too were busy in the dark. A man
many of the victims of the eruption. [ ‘ ‘ i MR called Celer posted up an advertisement
But the good news was that if they : for a gladiator show, “written,” it says,
"survived into adolescence, ancient : 1 by the light of the Moon”. Add to this
Pompeians could expect to live a “+; the noise of all the guard dogs barking,
life not much shorter than our own. - ~ the horses bellowing
For those who fell sick, the doctors would . o i and the odd wakeful,

; attempt a diagnosis and cure equipped : $3t il : honking pig - it was

 with many of the same instruments ~ from i ,;; / , ’ probably pretty noisy as
tweezers to gynaecological specula — that SR T : well as dark after hours
you might expect to find in a modern : : “in Pompeiil

medical surgery.
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VB is for one-way streets is for real estate
How did two carts pass in a & Land was the main source of
Pompeian street? A few of them were wealth in Pompeii. Every owner of a
wide enough for two-way traffic, but the grand house in Pompeii would have had
vast majority were definitely single track. a country property too, growing vines
* Reversing would be next to impossible or olives, or grazing sheep. Not many of
with a horse-drawn cart, never mind all the  these properties have been found, but the
stepping stones in the way. One solution country burial ground of one well-known
was toring a warning bell, or send a Pompeian family has been discovered, next
boy ahead to clearthe way. However, by to what is presumed to be their country
studying the wheel ruts and the scrapes  * house. And a magnificent estate, which
.% made by wheels hitting the curbs as they may have belonged to the family of Nero’s
g rounded corners, some archaeologists wife Poppaea, survives at Oplontis, a few
2 now think that a one-way street system miles from the town.

% was in operation.

his shop weren
always so fine |

is for upstairs, downstairs
What happened in the upstairs of
many of the city’s houses is another big
Pompeian puzzle. Many houses had upper
floors, but most were destroyed by the
force of the eruption. The telltale surviving
stairways, leading up from the ground floor,
give away their presence even when all
other trace has gone. There are all kinds
of guesses about how these quarters . - '
were used - perhaps they were areas -
‘ Service: ofi¢ for storage, slave dormitories or rental
W is for quality of life B - i 5 apartments for lodgers.
Q Life was comfortable for the - ; i ;
wealthy, living in large - albeit often
rather dark - houses, with gardens and
shady colonnades. One house in the
centre of the town was as big as some
of the palaces occupied by the kings of
the ancient world, and a few spectacular
multi-storey properties on the western
side of the town enjoyed marvellous
. views over the Mediterranean. For the
slaves and the poor, however, things
were bleak. They lived in cramped
service guarters or in single rooms
above their shop or workshop with not
much more space than a family would
need simply to sleep.
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