Poetry  Project

Part I

Choose two poems from the supplied text, and answer the questions below, in paragraph form, for each of them.  Support your answers with reference to the text.  If you read a poem and it doesn’t really “click” for you, choose another.

1. What is your first impression of the poem?

2. Is the speaker the poet, or is it someone else?

3. Are there examples of simile, metaphor, or personification in the poem?  If so, what are they?  How or what do these images add to the poem?

4. What do you think about the sound of the poem – its rhyme, its rhythm, and the words used?

5. Does the poet appeal to your sense of sight or touch in the poem?  If so, what are examples?

6. Does the poet use alliteration, onomatopoeia, assonance or consonance in the poem?  If so, what are examples?  How does this figurative language add to the poem?

7. What is an example of the poet building mood in the poem?

8. What is an example of the poet using vivid language in the poem?

Part II
For each of the poems you selected, write a poem that shares the same theme.  Your poem should have a sense of purpose, use details to develop your theme, take risks with poetic devices and figurative language, establish a mood, and use a variety of powerful and precise words.


Quality of Expression and Thought

0 
Lacks any apparent meaning, and/or word use and content inappropriate.

1 
Lacks clarity, use of language is weak and overly-simplistic for this grade level.

2 
Simple and basic, lacks any attempt at figurative language or vocabulary weak for the task.  Content is trite or cliché.

3 
Attempts to use language and vocabulary for the task at hand.  Content is thoughtful although not always clearly expressed.

4 
Superior in both quality of expression and thought.  Evokes a clear voice with supportive detail and diction.

Note:  A single plagiarized piece will result in a mark of ZERO for the entire project.

This project is worth half of your assignment mark for the Poetry Unit.

